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Bonn, Germany (14 May 2012) — C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group and ICLEI – Local 

Governments for Sustainability, together with international partners, are launching a pilot version 

of the Global Protocol for Community-scale Greenhouse Gas Emissions (also called the 

“community protocol”). This landmark effort represents a significant steps forward in harmonizing 

emissions measurement and reporting processes for cities of all sizes and geographies: the 

community protocol will be piloted in selected cities to establish a single minimum global standard 

for community-scale greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions measurement. A transparent, consistent 

and common approach provides cities with a much-needed tool for effective climate action 

planning and financing.  

 

Developed in close collaboration with the World Resources Institute (WRI), and the Joint Work 

Programme of the Cities Alliance with World Bank Group, UN-HABITAT and UNEP, the 

community protocol will be introduced at an official side event during the UNFCCC climate 

meetings in Bonn, Germany.  

 

The community protocol marks a major milestone in the year-long partnership between C40 and 

ICLEI, working in close consultation with local governments. In March 2012, the partners released 

a draft edition for public comment, which was received by more than 30 expert organizations 

worldwide and cities including Buenos Aires, Mexico City, Paris, Portland and Taipei City; these 

comments were incorporated in the pilot version of the protocol launched today.  

 

 “Measurement and reporting underpins the local action driving C40 Cities leadership in 

addressing global climate change,” says Jay Carson, C40 Executive Director. “As such, the 

community protocol represents the interests, needs and challenges of C40 Cities.” 

 

“The implementation of the Protocol will strengthen efforts for measurable, reportable, 

verifiable local climate action. It will enhance access of local governments to global 

climate funds and help cities to raise the level of ambition of national governments to 
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mitigate climate change.” says Konrad Otto-Zimmermann, Secretary General of ICLEI. “The 

Protocol complements and advances more than two decades of global efforts on local 

climate action, in which ICLEI has been pioneering.”  

 

Ongoing efforts: expanded partnership, scope 

In next steps, C40, ICLEI, and WRI will incorporate pilot test results and expand the community 

protocol into a more comprehensive GHG accounting standard for community-scale emissions, 

including consideration of a full range of direct and indirect GHG emissions from urban activities.  

This will enable local governments to account for how demand for goods and services as well as 

local innovative technologies can impact a GHG footprint. 

 

“The release of the pilot community-level protocol moves us toward a much-needed and 

common approach to accounting for greenhouse gas emissions in cities, a major driver of 

global emissions,” says Manish Bapna, Interim President, World Resources Institute.  “We look 

forward to deepening our collaboration, as we build on the feedback and draw on our 

collective expertise to develop a comprehensive protocol for cities and communities.”  

 

Ongoing efforts to develop the community protocol will continue to bring cities and their 

leadership together with leading global actors working with cities on climate and sustainability 

issues, including the Joint Work Programme on Cities and Climate Change of the UNEP, UN-

HABITAT and the World Bank Group supported by Cities Alliance. 

 

In next steps, the global partners will pilot the GPC in selected cities around the world, based on 

expressions of interest. Pilot results and further feedback from practitioners and experts will be 

reflected in the first edition of the full community protocol to be published later this year.  

#### 

 
 
About ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability: 
ICLEI is a global association of local governments and municipal organizations that have made a 
commitment to sustainable development. More than 1200 local governments and their associations, 
representing over 500 million people in 70 countries, constitute ICLEI's membership. ICLEI acts as the 
focal point of local governments and municipal authorities (LGMA) constituency to the UNFCCC. 

www.iclei.org 

 

About C40: 
The C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group (C40) is a global network of the world’s largest cities 

committed to implementing meaningful and sustainable climate‐related actions locally that will help 
address climate change globally. www.c40.org 

 

About World Resources Institute: 

The World Resources Institute is a global environmental think tank that goes beyond research to put 
ideas into action. WRI’s mission is to move human society to live in ways that protect Earth’s 
environment and its capacity to provide for the needs and aspirations of current and future 
generations. The Institute’s GHG Protocol is a partnership between WRI and the World Business 
Council for Sustainable Development that is working with businesses, governments, and 
environmental groups around the world to develop GHG accounting standards and tools to quantify 
and manage GHG emissions. www.wri.org and www.ghgprotocol.org  
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